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Our best Mends were telling us 
8oimetimeg we didn’t smell very 

good. It’s a problem that has plagued IWA 
-and many- WamcmTlpaniea  - for 
years. O u r  well water contains sulfur, lob 
of it, and that regulte in the familiar rat8l-l 
egg smell. 

In the past we htrve avoided any 
smell in our treatad water by blowing air 
throughftin~bba%.Whilethe~ 
was effective in getting rid of the sulfur, it 
had mme serms 0rawmm.s. 

rotten egg smell in the vicininty of the R.O. 
Plant.. .unpleasant for our neighbors and 
oursahrea. The fumes also rotted our 
buildings and machinery. 

Semnd, it was cheap. The 
scrubbers used a lot of electricity and rinse 
Watfo. 

Third, and moBt impcrrtant, the 
process resulted in high levels of oxygen in 
our wster, which was a majm cause of 
corrosion in copper plumbing. 

Last month IWA began using a new 
prcceas callad Eulfide Conversion to ta,ckle 
this prcblem. In this process small 
amounts of chlorine and sodium hydroxide 
are sdded to the warm KI get rlcl of the 
sulfur cdor. 

First, it sometimes regulted in a 
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one would nat guess that there are 
inventors on our staff but it is true. First, 
Richard Damwiteoh wag granted a patant 
on an improved, lower-cost method for 
lwjuvenating&p weusandmarereoently 
Robert ~ollander and mg~ mind CO- 
authmed a patent fa “sulfide conversion” 
of the cdmiferous component in our raw 
well Wm. IWA has been using the well 
trecrtment prowas fur yews and has just 
built a sulfide conversion system. Both 
processes work very well. 

inventors because of necessity. Both the 
As a matter of fact we are becoming 

(Continued on next page) 



(Cwtmued from page I )  

federal and state governments are 
establishing strict rules that tax our 
capatmtw. sofarweaeemabletomeetall 
of the new standards but at considerme 
expensefortegtingandnewplants.We 
wonder what the future will bring. 

By the way IWA does not ''own" 
patmt.8. The ncm-profit, tax-exempt atatus 
of IWA mahea venturea into 

~ ~ f r n p a t e n t o o e t s a n d i n  
return mA fcmmr recetves royalty-lbw use 
af the in-mntiorm. T h e i n v e n t o r a ~ t f t l s  
to theirp&mte and are free to- 
othars whomightwiahtousethsun. This 
po l l cyg ivesmsmbersdcn l r s ta fP~  
extra hmntive to, 
CrwJVe. 

diftbult. I-, IWA 

with US and to be 

Tlm U.8. Environrmntal Pmkctbn 
A@my (FZA) has'started a tough new 
-wtom- .espedal ly  
chudren,l3omtheeffectsdlead~. 

In ourlastpipellnewe rqmtedon 
ane phase d thls efPmt, llamlly, testing for 
leadinm3identialwatarEIpt8ma. The 

taking several gears to detarmine what the 
pmblemsmight be and how to allwiate 
them. In July 2902 for in&anoe IWA will 
beaaRedtotestleadlwelsin6oIsland 
househalds. 

condud mme tegts -. 80 far we 
h a v e ~ m ~ w i t h s o m e  
surpridng xwjult8. 

sample of water from akitchen or 
bathramtap after a p i o d  of sixhours 
when no water has been run. This sample 
i s  then tnated fm laad C4nlbnt. 

The surprise came when two of the 
five housea showed lead content in the 
oamplao a0 muoh 88 10 times higher than 
the other houses. All of the houses had thf 
same type of copper plumbing joined with 
lead m m .  

@vernmant's pmgram is a lcmg-ran& o m  

IWA hkbd to Juny, Lila gun ruld 

The testa consist of drawinga 

Why the difference? Aftm further 
esearchwe haveconoludedthatthefhucet 
nade the diffarenoe and our Wings have 
leen canfirmedby m t  articleg inthe 
reas. It Mems that in the manufacture of 
nanymareexpen~w~l l3ae fauee t s  
adisBddedtathebrawauoytoactasa 
Lrillinglubricant. As water stands in the 
sucet it &uayleachea out mlTn3 dthe 
?ad. when the w a k i s  first turned on it 
las a much -lead cmtmt. As it 
lontinuee to run the lead content drop8 
,*. In cnlr tegte the first liter d Watar 
lad lead ccnmnt six times higher than the 
mpcaecl acmpW& standard. By the time 
ha sixth liter of wak wBB drawn the lead 
evelhaddroppedbebwadst&&blevel. 

We think the EPA would do well to 
~ t h e ~ d k 3 a d i n ~  
nanufacture.AppamnUyather- 
an be BlwumBdwith millebfect. B u t d  
xnlree that won't S&Je the poblem of all 

~ t o S & J e - ~ b Y ~  

Bnd Boldfmdjcdnts. This job is supposed to 
bedonebylQ97. 

isfflpedallgaggmssmbeoauseof~ 
purity, 80 it's @ng to taka some 
doing...and rest BBBured we're not gcdng to 
sit on this problem until the government's 
deadline takes efPect. We've been tasting a 
procegswhichin~addingcalciumto 
our water before pumping it into the 
distributbon Fdpes. This mahsg our water 
muchless aggmwim and it might be the 

tlm huw& IWW hi m. 
80, the FZA is gcdng to asb w e  

watar that will not draw Eead out of faucets 

WatarplWhUXdbyreVerrSeosmosis 

anrswartotheleadproblam. 

a3wWw, there wffl be some high initial 
If the tuldtticm of calcium 18 the 

m i n t h e  in&alMhn of guch a systam. 
The good news is that there also will be 
some significant long-range cost savings in 
ClEqy-to-ClEqy operamns. 

able ta solve the lead probleaTlwell ahead of 

house we suggest you read the 

We feel canfident that IWA will be 

governmental time tables. In the meantime 
if you have small children living in your 

accompanying article. 



Haw you can get the lead out 
Thehazard ofleadpule€mingis 

If ;yuu lmw Cllllriran at hams thm3 rn 
steps you can take to insure that they are 
safe from lead exposure in thEdr drinking 

muoh greater for children than for adults. 

1 

1. The IWA water in the aupply main 
outsideyOUr hDme has 8 -  C O I h X l t  86 
low it can’t be meamred. But lead will 
leach out of same hceta and pipe joints 
inmae tne nome ~ltsr swem nours or 
ILon-use. After such durmant perm you - w€s-- -by 

t w o ~ p e r ~ n i n g c o s t s  lseents 
per-. 

2. Most of the teate we ran showed no lead 
problam (three of five homes were fine; 
we also tried cmerefri@rat.m door tap 
and found no detedable lead). You might 
want to ohwk your own home. The tests 

running the faucet wide open for about 
OIM mirmts. This iS 8 bw-COSt O@iOIl- 

cost us #34 apiece. I f  you’re really 
concerned we‘ll hslp you get yaur water 

3. We’ve talked to local plumbem about this 
problem. ThBy can supply Btandard 
smgle-lever mixing hceta whfch are 
non-metallic, and which cost legs than 
the lead-bearing models. acmeone who 
feels stmngly about the reported rlaks 
may want to conskier such action. 

And espedally remember this 

WM. 

important point. There is need of 8 
reasonable response to the threat of lead 
exposure for children but there ia no need 
for panic or drastic action. Recommended 
acoeptable levels tow are extremely low. 
Even toaqq tnere are many ma mmes 



Ro@r Blind is IWA’s chief engineer. 
He, along with the rest of the engineering 
staff, designs all dour facluwes and 
managss their constructIan and start up 
Pr0e;rams. He also flndstimeta invent new 
systems (sea president’s column) and tackle 
“anything else that needa doing’’. 

Chphva. 
Fmger W88 h n l  Ohio originauy and 

before coming tothe islands S p n t  18 yeara 
with Exxon in planning, design and 
xImwmnmt of refinray mtrpudlan all 
over the wurld. 

In whatever 6pare time Roger can 
find he’g a volunteer with the cgptivs Fire 
Department, works on his ccavettas and 
-8 the beach. 

Rogsr and hiawife, Janet, live on 

What he likes bst about IWA is the 
vmWy of responsibilities and opportunities 

the job offers, the great people he works 
with and, we’re sure, reading the F’ipeline. 

Mavin' on up 
plant operators Phillip Noe and Ed 

Heindl have recefved their class A water 
operatm’s license from the stab3 of Florida 
That’s the top grade. 

Steven Rensing have moved up to B class 
licenses. 

distribution license. 

yulllpillg. 

Claude Tyus, Joseph &ofield and 

Rcm Leavitt has received hie B class 

congratulauans guys. Keep on 

Answfm to auiz 
1. A. The Sauth Florida Water Managsment 

District. (The S o u t h s  district 
starts at Punla Gorda.) 

byforcingfreahwaterthrougha 
semi-permeable membrane. We have to 
use water pumps to owrcome that 
force in order to reverse natural 
osmosis, and add much mom 
pressure, to manufact!lre fresh water. 

produced records for highest monthly 

2. B. Natural osmosis dilutea salty water 

3. C. 4 million gpUasr0. Last Mamh also 

and higheat lo-day water 
contrumption. 

mht Jrou 
Your water association is governed 

by a five-member Board of Direc tas .  These 
directors serve without pw. Each spring at 
our annual maeting two or t h m  directors 
we elect8d by the manbemhip. 

will be up for election. Dimetms must be 
year-round residents of Sanibel or Captiva 
and be IWA members or an o f W  
represent&ive of a local condominium 
assmiation or corporate IWA member. 

call our Administrstive Supervisor Jack 
Middlebmk & 4’72-1502. 

This year two seats on our Board 

I f  you would like more information 


