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Murphy’s Law covers IWA too

The law is the law, nobody 18 1MImure.
Something could go wrong with our front
“We Bave Wataer” license plate deal, and it
did, Hundreds wers dalivered to us badly
empared and blurred. Back ey went
{unpaid for) and now a different supplier
has somplatad the o Amwl our anappy W
plates are ready for distribution. Just
ghows what happens when you stray from
your own line of worlk.

If you haven't ordered youTs Jou can
stop by the office and get one...free whils
they last.

— o e — — ———— — . AT S S i . W —
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HAME:

ATIDRESS: . FHONE:

CITY:

Mall this ooupan to Taland Water Asscciation, Ine.
PO Box BOD, Banibel, FL 33987,
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Lee County proposes Regional
Water Supply Authority

Tha Lee County Commission has sant
the City of S8anibal the first draft of an
interiocal agreement that would establish &
Ragional Watar Supply Authority that
would cover all of Lee County.

The Authority would provide a
oooparative effort of Lee County and the
citien of Fort Myers, Cape Coral and Sanfbal
Lo mesl the water needs of the rapidly
growing area in the moat prudent and
soonomical way poasible.

The Authority would be governad by a
gaven member “water board” mads up of
represantatives from the county and the
cities involved .

According to the rough draft the
Anthority would have variois powers and
masponsibilities including:

= Funding plans and feasibility
gtudiea

* Engaging intariocal agreaments or
pnntracta for supplying water

¢+ Anting as the sole regiomal waler
supplier.

The Authority would provide watar only
on & wholasals bagis and would not be
involved in local distriiuition.

The TWA board recently met with
cfficlale from the City and the Bouthwest
Florida Watar Management Districl W lalk
about the proposed water guthority.
Judging by the number of questions ralsed
theara will doubtisss be much mors
discussion bafore final action 18 takan.




This is the Bret of & sories of arilcles whish will
be presantad as part of the cespirative waber con-
servation program between TWA and the Sanibel/
Captiva Censervatin Feuniscies (S0CF).

Thare are & variety of creative ways to
pOnsarve watar, ane of theee 18 xariscap-
ing. Our goal is to educate the public
about this commaon senss approach to
landmergring .,

The first step in xeriscaping 1s to plan
your new landacape. Soms things to keep
in mind whan designing your yard are
lot gize, shape, existing vegetation, and the
amcnint of sod neaded for recreational use,
dround covers, muuiched Dels o luecd-
soape Are considerstion for areas where
turf is not practical.

Boils on Banibal and Captiva are most
commanly composed of sand and shell.
They are lacking in organic matter and
nuktriants.

Arnending the adil at this time of plant-
ing with pesat omus/potting acil and
compostad cow mAanmure will greatly im-
prove the scils capanity to retain molsture
and will ghve your now plantings & mild
ghot of mutrienta.

Drought tolerant plants should be util-
1Z6d In your design. When grouping
plants, palect plants which have gimilar
water requirementa. This wey you will
avoid overwalaring one species and under-
wataring anothar,

Mulching your planted areas 18 recom-
mended. Mulching conserves watar,
keeps the acll oooler and helps reduce
wood growth. Mulsh aheald be applisd at
a depth of three inches to be most effiolent.

Proper landscaps malintenancs is also
Inportant. Fertdlizabion erncouragos mow
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growth and in turn inereasss tha plant's
demand for water. Mowing your lawns
too short makes it grow faster and dry out
more quickly.

A well deaigned and maintained Lrriga-
tion: systam ig Also oritical, S8prinklers
work best in turf areas. In badded areas
of trees, shrube and /or ground covers, &
bubblar ar drip system ie more afficlent.
Sprinkler heads should periodically be
checked for clogs, direction of spray, and
head damage. Irrigation tmers ahould be
adjustad from timse to time a5 tampera-
turea and rainfall floctuate. Water only
when noodod. Grooe blades will fold up
whan thay are under water stress and new
growth on other plants will droop when
walar 18 needed .

If youi are intarestsd in learning more
ar nead halp applying what you've learned
hewre, tha BCCF Natitve Plant Nursary will
provida you with:

» Indtvidual landacaping/irrigation

consuitations by appolntmant.

* Free literature on xerisceping.

& Tidana onoeerlacaping which can ba
viewed during business hours in
the nursary offics.

* Programs on water igguee will be
presantad through SCCF's Tussday
ot tha Canter, 2 PM., Tusedays
beginning January 16.

Pleass writs, visit or call 472-1938 for
further information. The Natiwe Flant
MNursary 18 located ab the Conservabion
Foundation, Mile Marker 1 on the SBanibel-
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Emplggee notes
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Congratulations to Lead Plant Operator
Phil Noe who recently received his
Treatment Operator “B” license. Phil
successfully completed a rather difficult
test to obtain the new license.

Ozzie also welcomses Plant Operator
Trainees Joe Scofield and Brett Green and
Inspector Dave Romano. '

Captiva storage tank underway

The pilings for the one million gallon
storage tank on Captiva have bean
driven.. 1635 12x12 concrete pllings to &
dapth of 50'. That sounds like a lot but not
whan you considar tiat eyl e
supparting some 8.3 million pounds of
water phus the concreta tank itaalf,

The nexct stepa will be bullding the tank
and then the pumping station.
. The tank will ba in use by the and of

next year.

Captiva pipeline in production

IWA has lat tha contract for the
penultimate stage of a three-year prograrn
to build a new 6-mile pipeline from the
R.O. plant to Captiva. °

This section, from Wulfert Pumping
Station to Blind Pass (about 2 miles), will
cost approximately $235,000. The work
was planned to begin after the rainy
season and be finished before the tourist
86880N .

The new pipeline will let 3 to 4 times as
much water flow to Captiva. It will be
totally finished when the short section over
the proposed new Blind Pass bridge is
installed.

It's all part of the upgrading started
with IWA's 1982 Master Flan which
outlined an adequate fire protection and
domestic supply scheme for the islands’
buildmit.

IWA is presently finishing work on fta
glxth and sevanth Suwannes weolls on the
lalands. These wells are each capable of
piuwiding encugh water to oporeto ono of
the reverse camosis trains. That's a total
new dally production of 1,500,000 gallons
of brackish water whicl will produocs
1,200,000 gallonsa of potable watar,

The wells will be in oparation by the
and of this year. Counting the amaller
Hawthorne wealla TWA will then have a total
of 18 walls to ha drawn from, four more
than lagt year.

IWA i8 testing a New straegy to Limit
copper pipe corrogion. As reparted a few
issues back IWA has been dealing with the
problem by adding a corrosion-inhibiting
zine orthophosphate compound.

The new strategy is airmed at achisving
the same or better results by increasing
the alkalinity and reducing the oxygen
content of the treated water.

The new system would also provide a
plus benefit.. .even better tasting water.

It will take TWA at least a year to got
approval for the new system from state and
county agancles.
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